
Summer Reading List for Upcoming 3rd Graders
This is a list of beginning chapter book series for children reading on
grades levels of 2-3. I’ve included the title, the author, a brief
description, the Lexile levels, and the AR levels to help you find a
series that will be perfect for your child. Most of these books can be
found in your public library, but you can definitely purchase these
books. I’ve also divided the list by lower and higher levels. I have also
included an extra list of books that are more culturally diverse. Please
see the last page for the assignment that will be due the first week of
school.

Lower Reading level beginning chapter books
Henry and Mudge by Cynthia Rylant. AR 2.2 – 3.0, Lexile 340 – 500. Henry

and his huge dog, Mudge, share many fun times as they explore the world.

Mr. Putter and Tabby by Cynthia Rylant. AR 1.9 – 3.3, Lexile 340 – 600. Mr.

Putter and his cat, Tabby, have lots of adventures while being good neighbors

in their hometown.

High Rise Private Eyes by Cynthia Rylant. AR 2.3 – 2.6; Lexile 150 – 350.

Jack Jones (a dog), and Bunny Brown (a rabbit) are detectives and very best

friends who have never found a mystery too hard to solve.

Poppleton by Cynthia Rylant. AR 2.0 – 2.7, Lexile 250 – 360. Poppleton is a

pig who has many adventures.

Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel. AR 2.5 – 3.0; Lexile 300 – 400. Frog and

Toad are best friends and are always there for one another.

https://lexile.com/fab/
http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx?client=HomeConnect
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_11?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=henry+and+mudge&sprefix=henry+and+m%2Caps%2C172
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_10?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=mr.+putter+and+tabby+series&sprefix=mr.+putter%2Cstripbooks%2C175&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Amr.+putter+and+tabby+series
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_13?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=high+rise+private+eyes+series&sprefix=high+rise+pri%2Cstripbooks%2C170&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Ahigh+rise+private+eyes+series
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_8?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=popleton&sprefix=popleton%2Cstripbooks%2C164&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Apopleton
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_7_9?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=frog+and+toad+series&sprefix=frog+and+%2Cstripbooks%2C166&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Afrog+and+toad+series


Billie B. Brown by Sally Rippin. AR 2.3 – 2.9, Lexile 370 – 490. Billie B. Brown

is a girl and her best friend Jack lives next door. This early chapter book

series describes their quirky adventures from her point of view.

Hey Jack by Sally Rippin. AR 2.5 – 2.8, Lexile 370 – 460. The Billie B. series

describes her quirky adventures from her point of view. Hey Jack gives her

next door neighbor a chance to be heard.

Katie Woo by Fran Manushkin. AR 1.9 – 2.8, Lexile 280 – 420. Katie is a

sassy, spunky, curious and funny Chinese American girl who is great at

getting into trouble. The character was inspired by the great niece of the

author.

Princess Posey by Stephanie Greene. AR 2.4 – 3.0, Lexile 300 – 410. Posey

always wears her pink tutu, but now she’s starting first grade and she has to

go without it, even though her tutu gives her all of her courage. What will

happen when she goes to school without it?

Max and Zoe by Sally Rippin. AR 1.7 – 2.4. Lexile 270 – 430. These books

feature Max and his best friend Zoe as they explore different places and meet

new people.

Fancy Nancy Chapter Books by Jane O’Connor. AR 2.1 – 2.9, Lexile 350 –

540. These books are beginning chapter books for fans of Fancy Nancy

picture books.

Oliver Pig by Jean Van Leeuwen. AR 2.3 – 2.5. Lexile 200 – 350. Tales of

Oliver and Amanda Pig.

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_7?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=billie+b+brown&sprefix=billie+%2Cstripbooks%2C288&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Abillie+b+brown
http://www.billiebbrown.com/index_main.html
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_8?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=hey+jack+books&sprefix=hey+jack%2Cstripbooks%2C162&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Ahey+jack+books
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_8?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=billie+b+brown&sprefix=billie+b%2Caps%2C240
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_9?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=katie+woo&sprefix=katie+woo%2Cstripbooks%2C183
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_14?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=princess+posey+series&sprefix=princess+posey%2Cstripbooks%2C162
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_11?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=max+and+zoe&sprefix=max+and+zoe%2Cstripbooks%2C163&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Amax+and+zoe
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_4_10?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=fancy+nancy+chapter+books&sprefix=fancy+nanc%2Cstripbooks%2C168&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Afancy+nancy+chapter+books
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_10?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=oliver+pig+books&sprefix=oliver+pig%2Cstripbooks%2C167&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Aoliver+pig+books


Nate the Great by Marjorie Sharmat. AR 2.0 – 3.2, Lexile 130 – 400. Nate is a

great detective, and he along with his trusty dog, Sludge and his friend, Annie,

solve lots of mysteries, even when his nemesis, Rosamond gets in the way.

Junie B. by Barbara Park. AR 2.0 – 2.9. Lexile 330 – 420. Junie B. is a sassy

and hilarious girl, with horrible grammar who gets into lots of predicaments.

Higher reading Level beginning chapter books
Cobble Street Cousins by Cynthia Rylant. AR 3.5 – 3.7, Lexile 460 – 650.

These stories about cousins who are are sharing a bedroom for the summer

in their aunt’s attic, are delightful and heart warming and include some very

special illustrations by Wendy Anderson Halperin.

Ivy and Bean by Annie Barrows, AR 3.1 – 3.9; Lexile 440 – 520. Ivy and Bean

are two spunky characters, who never meant to like each other, but are now

best friends.

Andy Shane series by Jennifer Jacobson. AR 3.3 – 3.7, Lexile 540 – 610.

Andy Shane doesn’t want to be in school, and he’s reminded of it during every

activity when Delores Starbuckle tattles on something about Andy.

Stink by Megan McDonald. AR 3.2 – 3.8 , Lexile 410 – 640. Stink and his

friends are in second grade and have lots of fun and adventures together.

Jigsaw Jones by James Preller. AR 3.0 – 3.2. Lexile 350 – 450. Second

grader, Jigsaw Jones loves to solve puzzles and mysteries.

Magic Tree House Mysteries by Mary Pope Osborne, AR 3.0 – 3.9, Lexile 250

– 500. Jack and his little sister, Annie, are ordinary kids who just happen to

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_3_8?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=nate+the+great+series&sprefix=nate+the%2Cstripbooks%2C165&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Anate+the+great+series
http://www.amazon.com/gp/bookseries/B00QUJPYEM/ref=dp_st_0375813616
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_10?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=cobble+street+cousins&sprefix=cobble+str%2Cstripbooks%2C169&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Acobble+street+cousins
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_8?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=ivy+and+bean+series&sprefix=ivy+and+%2Cstripbooks%2C165&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Aivy+and+bean+series
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_10?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=andy+shane&sprefix=andy+shane%2Cstripbooks%2C164&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Aandy+shane
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=stink
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_12?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=jigsaw+jones&sprefix=jigsaw+jones%2Cstripbooks%2C165&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Ajigsaw+jones
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_6?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=magic+tree+house+books&sprefix=magic+%2Cstripbooks%2C170


have a magic tree house in their backyard that will magically flies them around

the world and to different time periods in history.

Marvin Redpost by Louis Sachar. AR 2.7 – 3.4, Lexile 290 – 430. These

hilarious books are by the award winning author, Louis Sachar, and feature

Marvin, who has a wild imagination.

National Geographic Readers by various authors. AR 1.9 – 4.2, Lexile 220 –

650. Nonfiction. These books cover nonfiction topics from volcanoes to weird

sea creatures and include amazing photographs.

Star Wars Chapter Books by various authors. AR 2.0 – 3.0, Lexile 340 – 470.

Fantasy. These beginning chapter books are full of adventures featuring all of

the characters from the movies.

Lego Chapter Books by various authors. AR 1.3 – 3.7, Lexile 230 – 460.

Fantasy; These books feature many of the Lego characters, as well as

characters from Star Wars.

Mercy Watson by Kate DiCamillo. AR 2.6 – 3.2, Lexile 380 – 450. Mercy is the

Watson family’s pet pig. These stories are full of adventure, fantasy and

humor by the award winning author, Kate DiCamillo. A real treat!

Boxcar Children by Gertrude Warner. AR 3.0 – 4.0, Lexile 300 – 640. The

Alden children are orphans who want to stay together and end up living in a

boxcar. In the process, they discover their grandfather. Mysteries.

Sophie Series by Laura Bergen. AR 2.8 – 3.1, Lexile 340 – 410. Sophie is on

a campaign to find the perfect name for herself. Will it be Sophie, the

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=marvin+redpost
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=sr_nr_n_1?fst=as%3Aoff&rh=n%3A283155%2Cn%3A9432908011%2Ck%3Anational+geographic+kids+books&keywords=national+geographic+kids+books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460043502&rnid=1000
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=sr_nr_p_n_feature_five_bro_mrr_2?fst=as%3Aoff&rh=n%3A283155%2Cn%3A4%2Ck%3Astar+wars+books%2Cp_n_feature_browse-bin%3A2656022011%2Cp_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A2579000011&keywords=star+wars+books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460043636&rnid=2245026011
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_9?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=lego+chapter+books&sprefix=lego+chap%2Cundefined%2C169&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Alego+chapter+books
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_9?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=mercy+watson&sprefix=mercy+wat%2Cundefined%2C166&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Amercy+watson
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_5?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=boxcar+children+books&sprefix=boxca%2Cstripbooks%2C169
http://www.amazon.com/gp/bookseries/B00CKCKR1I/ref=dp_st_0545146046


Awesome, Sophie, the Chatterbox or Sophie something else? Each book

explores new possibilities!

The Critter Club by Callie Barkley. AR 3.0 – 3.5, Lexile 420 – 490. Illustrated

mysteries which always involve a pet.

Amelia Bedelia by Herman Parish. AR 2.2 – 3.9, Lexile 340 – 690. Hilarious

stories, which are full of fun idioms. Most of the books contain an explanation

of the idioms, which is so helpful.

Culturally Diverse Books

*The Magnificent Makers Series by Theanne Griffith

*The Secret Explorers Series by DK and SJ King

*Esme’s Birthday Conga Line by Lourdes Heuer

*She Persisted: Harriet Tubman by Andrea Davis Pickney and Chelsea

Clinton

*How to Promenade with a Python by Rachel Poliquin

*Alvin Ho Series by Lenora Look

*King and Kayla Series by Dori Hillestand Butler

*Juana and Lucas by Juana Medina

*Everyday with April and Mae Series by Megan Dowd Lambert

*She Persisted: Marcia TallChief by Christine Day and Chelsea Clinton

http://www.amazon.com/gp/bookseries/B00TQVZUQ8/ref=dp_st_1481424084
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_0_7?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=amelia+bedelia&sprefix=amelia+%2Caps%2C169


*JD and the Great Barber Battle by J. Dillard

*You are welcome to choose a book of your choice that is not on this list.

You will complete the form below for the books that you have read over the

summer to submit the first week of school. Choose 2-3 books to read over the

summer. You may read to your child, have your child read independently, or

read with your child.

Name of Book Date Finished Parent Signature


